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Newsletter April 2018 

Vote: Opinion  on the Coordination of social security 
systems  
On 24 April 2018, the Committee adopted an opinion to the EMPL 
report on amending Regulation (EC) No 883/2004 on the 
coordination of social security systems and Regulation (EC) No 
987/2009 laying down the procedure for implementing Regulation 
(EC) No 883/2004. The vote in EMPL is foreseen in June 2018.   
The PETI opinion stresses the need to promote the adoption of 
common definitions, criteria and methods of evaluation of 
disability for the purpose of social security coordination, in order 
to guarantee the portability of disability benefits from one Member 
State to another.   
The opinion further recommends to reduce the proposed 

qualifying period for the aggregation of insurance of employment periods fulfilled in other Member 
States from three months to one month. It also proposes to extend the duration of export of 
unemployment benefits until the exhaustion of the rights acquired by the job seeker.  
The opinion also recommends the adoption of time-limits for the institutions of the competent 
Member States to determine the habitual residence of claimants, to calculate the amount of 
benefits and to resolve possible differences of views with other Member States.  

 
 

PETI activities in 
April: 

- Workshop on 
‘Political and 

electoral rights 
of non-citizen 
residents in 
Latvia and 
Estonia’ 

 
*** 

 
Upcoming PETI 

activities in May: 
-- Fact-finding 

mission to 
Famagusta, 

Cyprus 
7-8 May 2018 

Adoption of Report - Fact-finding visit to Taranto, Italy   

At its meeting of 24 April, PETI adopted its final Report on the fact-finding visit to 
Taranto, Italy, which took place 
in July 2017.  The main findings 
of the report include the call 
for  urgent compliance with all 
of the provisions of the 
integrated environmental 
authorisation, and therefore 
urges the European 
Commission to demand that 
the company ILVA complies 
with all of the provisions of its 
decision of 28 February 2012 
on the best available techniques (BAT) for iron and steel production pursuant to 
Directive 2010/75/EC. The full version of the Report is available on the PETI 
Committee website.   

  

Documents adopted in PETI: 

- Opinion  on the Coordination of social security systems (2016/0397(COD)) (for EMPL) 

- Mission Report and Recommendation following Fact-finding Visit to Taranto, Italy   
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Petitions on freedom of the press  

The Committee examined two petitions 
concerning the accreditation fees that radio 
sports journalists are required to pay in the 
EU and the alleged infringements of the 
right of the media to have access to sports 
events. A representative of the 
International Sports Press Association 
presented one of the two petitions. 
According to the Commission, EU law 
provisions do not as such regulate media 
access to sports events in Europe. The PETI 
Committee took the decision to keep the 
petition open and to forward it to the ECON committee for a review of competition-related matters.  

 

Brexit: Petitions on voting rights 
 
PETI examined a series of petitions on 
disenfranchisement of UK citizens living 
abroad.  The petitioners consider that the 
UK citizens living in another EU country 
should have the same right to vote as the 
UK citizens living in the UK. In the view of 
the petitioners, the disenfranchisement of 
non-resident UK citizens has had an impact 
on the results of the referendum on the 
UK’s membership of the EU. Following the 
discussion, the Committee decided to keep 
the petitions open and to send them for 
information to the EP Brexit Steering group 
and to Mr Michel Barnier, the European 

Commission Chief Negotiator for the United Kingdom Exiting the European Union.  The Committee 
will also send a letter to the UK Government and the Presidency of the Council of the EU informing 
them about the discussion in the Committee and forwarding the petitions on disenfranchisement.    

 

Next PETI meeting: - 3 May 2018 and 16 May 2018 

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

 

 
PETI Secretariat 

peti-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
Petitions Portal 

 
Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 

 
Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The 
secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. 
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